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Zion Messenger  
REJOICING, REACHING, and RENEWING, we share the joy of the gospel through a life of faith. 

 

February 2012 

Lenten Mid-week 
ñThe Last Week: a Journey to the Crossò 

Feb 29:  Monday:  My house shall be called a house of prayer for all nations 

 Mark 11:12-19 

March 7:  Tuesday:  The stone that the builders rejected has become the cornerstone 

 Mark 12:1-12 

March 14:  Wednesday:  She has anointed my body beforehand for its burial 

 Mark 14:1-11 

March 21:  Thursday:  This is my blood of the covenant poured out for many 

 Mark 14: 17-25 

March 28:  Friday:  Crucify him! 

  Mark 15:1-21 

In their book, The Last Week: A day-by-day account of Jesusô final week in Jerusalem, Marcus Borg and John 

Dominic Crossan point out that Markôs gospel offers the most complete timeline of events from Jesusôs entry 

into Jerusalem through his death and resurrection.  In this year of reading Markôs gospel in worship, the 

Wednesday mid-week services will be marked by readings and reflections that follow Jesus through that last 

week.  Those who wish, may read the book alongside the Wednesday reflections.  Pastor Frerichs is also 

willing to gather for weekly discussions of the book and our story with Jesus.  But mostly, all are encouraged 

to join in the journey to the Cross during Zionôs Mid-week Evening Prayer, Wednesday evenings throughout 

Lent.   

 

 

 

In Old English the word, Lent, means spring.  It is a sign of new life and hope.  The Churchôs spring time 

season of Lent is one that is filled with hope and the promise of new life.  At the same time, after a winter of 

everything being ñall closed upò there is a need for spring housecleaning.  And the Lenten season is a good 

time to renew a commitment to spiritual housecleaning.  Lent can be a time for reflecting on the previous year, 

pondering relationships, identifying areas in our lives where we wish things were different.  And from that, 

Lent can be a time of renewal and change.   

 

One change may be a renewed commitment to listening for Godðin worship, in Bible Study, in prayer, in a 

small group of mutual support.  There is always room on Sundays and on Wednesday evenings.  For those who 

have not been very regular in attendance, this may be a wonderful time 

for a homecoming.   

 

Consider taking some time beginning with Ash Wednesday worship on 

February 22 for a little spiritual spring cleaning, for a homecoming, for 

opening a space for Godôs love to make life new. 

means Spring  
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Pastorôs Bible Study 

 

During February, there will be a transition in weekly 

adult Bible study.  There will be no meeting on 

February 6.  On February 13, we will gather to hear 

another keynote speaker from the 2011 Nebraska 

Synod Assembly.  Becca Stevens is an Episcopal 

Priest who works with women who are seeking 

freedom from sex trades, prostitution and 

pornography.  Come hear her understanding of Godôs 

call to healing and well-being for these women.  And 

in the midst of it all, you may hear a call to healing 

and well-being for youéGodôs desire that you live 

an abundant life. 

Thursdays at 10:00 a.m. and 7:00 p.m., beginning Feb. 23 
 The events of Good Friday are central to our faith, but we often struggle to understand the depth of 

Godôs action on the cross and wonder why it is so ñgood.ò  The cross isnôt something we just think about; itôs 

also something we experience.  

 In this study, the theologian David Lose invites us to engage in a conversation about the cross of 

Christ, one that he imagines discussing around his kitchen table, that encourages readers to bring their 

questions or doubts to the table.  The 6 sessions, titled ñMaking Sense of the Cross,ò will include: Why does 

the Cross Matter?; Portraits and Perspectives; Ransom and Victory; Substitution, Satisfaction, and Sacrifice; 

Example and Encouragement; Event and Experience.   

 Make it a goal this Lent to deepen your faith by joining Pastor Mike and other participants as we seek 

to grow closer to God by exploring Godôs most loving act.  Please sign up on the sheet on the bulletin 

board by the office or by calling the church if you plan to attend so we can be sure to order enough 

materials for everyone.  Even if you forget to sign-up, or can only make a few weeks, please donôt hesitate to 

attend as weôll have extras on hand.   

Adult Sunday school is daring to be the church 

     God is on a mission to save and bless the world, and God calls the church 

to be part of this mission. That means getting focused, setting people free, 

taking action, expecting surprises, and being hopeful. A church on God's 

mission is peopleïpeople who carry out God's mission in the world.   

     Beginning Feb. 5, the adult Sunday school will begin discussing what  

it means to be the church in our day.  Whether or not youôve previously 

attended adult Sunday school, youôre welcome to join this study of the book 

Reclaiming the ñCò Word: Daring to Be Church Again.  Participants are 

invited to read along in this short book, but are also welcome to just attend,  

as the content will be reviewed and discussed in class.   

ñ    ò  

Lenten Soup Suppers 
Beginning Wednesday, Feb. 22 at 5:30PM the ELE 

(Luther League) will serve a delicious Soup Supper.  

Please plan to join us for the next six weeks on 

Wednesday during Lent.  Various 

youth groups will provide the supper 

for a free will donation to benefit 

their activities.  Thank you for the 

support. 
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Zion Lutheran Church Council Meeting 
January 17, 2012 

 
The Zion Lutheran church council met on Tuesday, 

January 17, 2012. Present were Steve Groth, Allen 

Thorberg, Cindy Rasmussen, Loren Johnson, Terry 

Ahlers, Nicole Levander, Mary Kay Tisthammer, 

Dave Woebbecke, Pastor Kern, & Pastor Frerichs. 

Devotions were read. 

 

Secretary minutes were approved. 

 

Treasurer report was given and bills were approved 

to pay.  

 

Worship Committee had no report. 

 

Parish Ed. reported Lisa Pedro and Amy Moser will 

be in charge of VBS this summer. Sunday school last 

day is May 13, 2012. 

 

Evangelism had no report. 

 

Stewardship had no report. 

 

Property committee was happy to point out the 

removal of the house and trees across the street and 

the dirt work was almost completed. There are still a 

couple of tree stumps to be removed but they are 

going to have to be removed carefully in case they 

are wrapped around pipes or wires. We will still be 

working on the stumps in the near future weather 

providing. Our next project is the remodeling of the 

parsonage bathroom by Wayne Johnson.  

 

Pastor Frerichs reported the Money Matters 

workshop started Jan. 15th and will only meet on 

Sunday afternoons from 3:00 to 4:00 for six weeks. 

Everyone is still welcome. Pastor Frerichs will be 

attending ELCA Head of Staff Leadership seminar 

Feb. 2-5, 2012 in Florida.  Synod Cluster 

Nominating meeting is February 4 at 2:00 pm. in 

Columbus and Ash Wednesday is February 22, 2012.  

 

Pastor Kern reported he will be attending the 

leadership seminar Jan 27-31 in Florida and the 

Wartburg Seminary on March 4-6. Due to a baptism 

in Pennsylvania Pastor Kern will take vacation  

February 8-13. On March 4, Pastor Kern and Pastor 

Frerichs will have a pastor swap during the late 

church service.  

There was no old business to discuss. 

 

New Business.  It was brought to our attention that 

the nominating committee members are to serve on 

the committee for one year so we need to nominate 

and vote in new members at this upcoming annual 

meeting for the upcoming year. 

  

The next meeting will be the Annual Meeting, 

Sunday, January 22, 2012 at 9:15 a.m.  Following 

the late church service current and newly elected 

council members will meet to organize the next 

yearôs board.  The next council meeting will be held 

February 21, 2012 at 7:00 p.m.  

 

The meeting was closed with the Lord's Prayer. 

 

Respectfully yours, 

Mary Kay Tisthammer, Secretary  

 

Zion Lutheran Church Annual Meeting 
January 22, 2012 

 
President Dave Skillstad called the annual meeting 

to order on Sunday, January 22, 2012 at   9:15 a.m. 

Sixty six members were present. Pastor Dave 

Frerichs opened the meeting with prayer. Dave 

Skillstad informed the parish there would be an 

addition to the agenda. We needed to vote in voting 

members to the Synod Assembly members. Dana 

and Karen Andersen have been nominated. Allen 

Thorberg and Nicole Levander made a motion and 

seconded the agenda as being revised and approved. 

Minutes from the previous annual meeting were 

approved by Mary Levander and seconded by Loren 

Johnson. 

 

Dave Skillstad acknowledged Allen Thorberg, Lynn 

Lehmann and himself as outgoing council members 

and asked for the ballots for the new council 

members to be passed out. Dave opened the floor for 

nominations and read off the names of Ron Coakes, 

Tom Fick, Kelly Harner, Deb Hickman, and Chad 

David as nominees. Allen Thorberg made motion the 

nomination ceased and Loren Johnson seconded. 

Voting proceeded. New council members are Ron 

Coakes, Tom Fick and Kelly Harner. 

 

Ron Coakes was acknowledged for completing the 

Mission Endowment Fund Committee term in 2011. 
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Nomination for Doug Young and Lynn Webster 

were reported. Nominations from the floor were 

opened. Bob Wilson motioned we cease 

nominations, seconded by Barb Michael.  Voting 

proceeded. Doug Young will be our new Mission 

Endowment Fund member. 

 

The election of  next yearôs nominating committee. 

Loren Johnson, Cindy Rasmussen and Steve Groth 

will be off going council members on the committee. 

Nominations from the floor were opened. Barb 

Michael, Cheryl Pilkington and Mike Webster were 

nominated to be on the nominating committee for 

2013. Tony Levander made motion the nominating to 

be ceased and Steve Groth seconded. Pastor Frerichs 

moved we approve by acclamation these nominees 

for the committee and Steve Groth seconded. They 

were approved. 

  

Nominations for the Synod Assembly were needed. 

Our parish can take four voting members to the 

Synod Assembly. Dana and Karen Andersen were 

nominated. The nominations were open on the floor 

and Dave and Lisa Skillstad were nominated. Mary 

Levander made motion to close the nominations and 

Amy Zaruba seconded. Ron Coakes made motion to 

forego the rules and just agree to send these four 

members as our voting members. They were 

approved. 

 

Dave Skillstad wanted to acknowledge the great time 

he had had on the council. The highlights were the 

restructuring of the youth group, the roof project, the 

soon to be parking lot across the street and the arrival 

of our new minister. Dave thanked Niewohners and 

Bygland Dirt for the quick work on the lot across the 

street.  

 

Pastor Frerichs reported how after learning about this 

congregation and how things work around here it 

will be his goal to work on a strategy group and 

continue working with the attendance numbers and 

how to continue building this community stronger. 

 

Auditor's report was given by Mike Webster. No 

discrepancies were found. 

  

Dave Woebbecke presented the treasurer's report. He 

noted that it is difficult to make a budget out in the 

middle of December when December is the month 

the biggest donations were given. We did not think 

we would be meeting the Mission Share budgeted for 

2011 and we surpassed it with the December 

donations. We had lowered the 2012 budgeted 

amount instead of increasing it as the synod wished. 

Other raises and bill changes were acknowledged. 

The other major comment was that the roof fund was 

paid off. Ron Coakes moved that we raise our 

Mission Share to $38,600 and approve the budget. It 

was amended and Steve Groth made a motion to 

approve with Loren Johnson second. Budget was 

adopted.  

 

There was no old business. 

 

There was no new business 

 

Pastor Frerichs thanked the outgoing council 

members for their time and efforts and thanked them 

for their long hours.  

 

The meeting closed with the Lordôs Prayer. 

 

Mary Kay Tisthammer, Secretary 

 

 

Organizational Meeting 
 

A brief organizational meeting was held Sun, Jan 22, 

2012.  Steve Groth, Cindy Rasmussen, Loren 

Johnson, Terry Ahlers, Mary Kay Tisthammer, 

Nicole Levander Pastor Frerichs and Dave Skillstad 

were present to welcome the newly elected Ron 

Coakes and Kelly Harner.  Tom Fick was not 

present. The main subject was election of officers.  

Dave Skillstad took nominations from the council for 

next yearôs president.  Steve Groth was nominated as 

President. It was voted on and approved.  Dave 

Skillstad then excused himself as he was no longer 

on the council. Cindy Rasmussen was nominated and 

approved as Vice President. Mary Kay Tisthammer 

was nominated and approved as secretary.  Dave 

Woebbecke was asked to stay on as interim treasurer. 

He has been treasurer for the past 16 years and would 

like to give someone else the opportunity to do this 

job. Executive committee will meet and try to have 

some names to suggest at the February meeting for a 

replacement. The council will meet February 21, 

2012 at 7:00 p.m. 

 

Respectfully, 

Mary Kay Tisthammer 
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A Letter from Bishop deFreese  

 
January 11, 2012 

 
Greetings to you in the name of our 

Savior, 

 

With deep sadness, this past week I wrote to the 

rostered and lay leaders of the Nebraska Synod and 

to the executive heads of our synodical mission 

partners sharing with them the news of an across-the-

board 5 percent reduction in funding from the Synod 

budget. I feel it is necessary to share a word with 

you, too. 

 

These across-the-board reductions represent reduced 

support for ministries here in Nebraska as well as in 

our churchwide partnership domestically and 

globally. However, based on mission share offerings 

for 2011 and pledges from you for 2012, this action 

was necessary to budget with integrity. 

 

Some important points to ponder as we move 

forward: 

 

From support for world hunger relief and malaria 

eradication efforts abroad to ministries serving our 

brothers and sisters in need in our Nebraska 

neighborhoods and communities, mission share 

makes ministry possible. More than 80 percent of the 

money received by the Nebraska Synod through 

mission share goes on to do ministry ñoutside the 

walls.ò The remaining dollars are used to resource 

our local mission centers to help them do their own 

mission and ministry effectively. 

 

Like so many organizations and agencies today, 

economic pressures, difficult conversations within 

the church family and a troubling trend toward 

designated giving have made it more difficult to 

carry out the ministries that we have collectively 

agreed to do. All too often, designated gifts result in 

lower mission share offerings, meaning there are 

fewer dollars available to fund our shared ministries. 

 

Now more than ever is the time for us to ask 

ourselves once again, ñWhat does it mean to be the 

church?ò What does it mean that we are those who in 

Jesusô words are called to ñbe my witnesses in 

Jerusalem and in all of Judea and Samaria and to 

the ends of the earth.ò (Acts 1:8 NRSV) 

I pray that all of us will reflect on these questions 

and seek ways in which we can do more together. I 

applaud the faithful efforts and sacrifice that many of 

our mission centers make to partner with the 

Nebraska Synod through mission share and ask that 

we seek ways to fund and resource the essential 

ministries we do together in Jesusô name. 

 

May God bless us and our ministries in Godôs name. 

 

Blessings! 

Bishop David deFreese 

 

+ + +  
 

A note from the Senior Pastor . . .  

 

One week after receiving Bishop DeFreeseôs 

letter informing the pastors and other leaders of the 

decision to reduce the Nebraska Synod budget across

-the-board by 5%, it is important to note several 

things. First, this budget revision affects local 

ministry. One ministry it affects is the Nebraska 

Rural Response Hotline which provides a variety 

referrals and support to farmers who find themselves 

facing a variety of challenges.  This reduction also 

affects ministries for our young people, like synod 

support for Nebraska Lutheran Outdoor Ministries 

(Camp Carol Joy Holling) and Nebraska Lutheran 

Campus Ministries (serving our students in Lincoln, 

Norfolk, Wayne, and Kearney).   These are just a few 

ministries that Zionôs Mission Share supports.   

 

Zion Lutheran Church has much to be proud of. 

Zionôs members designated $37,560 in 2011, 

meeting the budgeted commitment to support the 

ministry of the Synod and ELCA. In addition, at the 

January 22 Annual Congregational Meeting, the 

congregation amended the 2012 budget to reflect a 

3% increase in giving, raising the budget 

commitment to $38,600. This is a substantial act of 

faith and witness. There is much to celebrate at Zion. 

This kind of commitment to being Church at all 

levels is just one point for celebration.  

 

Remember that when making offering, each 

member must designate what portion of the offering 

goes to Current, Benevolence, Building Fund, etc. 

For more information on how the budget works, or 

how financial gifts are recorded, feel free to contact 

either the treasurer or the financial recording 

secretary. 

http://www.wedomission.org/reflections/a-letter-from-bishop-defreese/
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ñThis is my son, the Beloved; listen to him!ò   

(Mark 9:7) 

 

A couple months ago I sat and listened.  The 

conversation had started at my invitation.  I wanted 

to sit with members of Zionôs call committee and 

hear their individual perceptions of how things were 

going one year after this Mission Center had elected 

to extend a call to serve here.  In this case there were 

questions about leadership and style.  There were 

questions about integration with the community.  

There were a variety of questions.  Neither my 

conversation partner nor I had ready answers to the 

questions.  As challenging as the conversation was, I 

know that the questions were important for me to 

hear.  And the conversation was an important 

conversation to hold.   

So February marks the beginning of a second 

year in ministry together.  It too is exciting in its own 

way.  This year is a time when we will settle in to do 

the work that is ahead of us.  I still welcome 

invitations to meet you and your family.  I want to 

get to know so many members of this faith 

community better.  I also want to be sensitive to the 

reality that Zionôs members have incredibly busy 

lives and I donôt want to impose.  So I rely on your 

invitations.  I want more than to meet you, but to 

know you and your story. 

Conversation is important.  It helps us know 

others; it helps us know ourselves.  Later this month 

the church will hear the story of Jesus being 

transfigured (transformed into something more 

beautiful).  On that mountaintop, Peter, James and 

John witness an amazing sight.  Peter quickly 

assesses the situation and decides this is a good place 

to camp.  Well, itôs more complicated than that, but 

you get the point.  God interrupts... ñThis is my son, 

the Beloved; listen to him.ò  With these words the 

disciples, indeed you and I, are invited to recognize 

fully that through Jesus we have entered a 

conversation with the God.  That conversation takes 

many forms throughout our lifetimes, and throughout 

each church year. 

That Transfiguration of Our Lord marks the end 

of the time after Epiphany.  Ash Wednesday follows, 

opening the way to the Lenten season and Lenten 

disciplines.  Chief among the disciplines of Lent is 

prayer.  Zion will gather for Evening Prayer on 

Wednesday evenings throughout Lent (preceded by 

soup suppers!).  Some people also fast (from specific 

food, from certain behaviors, etc.) as a call to prayer 

and a way to align themselves with Godôs call to self

-emptying love.  And other people take on specific 

acts of charity during the Lenten season, 

remembering that loving oneôs neighbor is also a 

way of loving God.   

In the midst of it all there is a call to attend to 

relationship with God, and that relationship is 

grounded in the divine imperative to Peter and to you 

and me, ñ[Jesus] is my son, the Beloved; listen to 

him!ò  How will you enter the conversation? 

 

Yours in Christ, 

Pastor David Frerichs 

 

 

 

Associate Pastorôs Letter 
 

Tradition on Purpose 

     Many Christians find Lent to be depressing, long, 

and simply irrelevant.  However, Lent is one 

tradition weôve kept for a reason.  It is a 40-day 

journey from Ash Wednesday to Maundy Thursday, 

the start of our celebration of life in God (Sundays 

are excluded from the count).  Itôs not meant to be a 

journey to find God, but rather to notice God already 

on the journey with us through every season of life.   

     Early in the history of the church, the Christians 

in Corinth were getting a bit too celebrative and 

extravagant in their gatherings. The Apostle Paul 

became concerned that their weekly gatherings 

resembled parties celebrating Jesusô victory and 

overlooked the significance of Jesusô death as well as 

the plight of the poor that Jesus was so attentive to.  

Therefore, he instructed Christians to hold Christôs 

death and resurrection in balance.   

     To make sure we do not forget, each year we 

begin Lent with Ash Wednesday, remembering that 

death is a part of life.  We burn the palms from last 
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Our Christian Sympathy to the family and friends of 

Mildred Carver.  Her service was Thursday, Dec. 29 

at Zion.   

 

Congratulations Shawn & Rachelle Riedmiller on 

the birth of their son Easton Andrew on November 

21, 2011 of Columbus, NE.  He joins three brothers 

and two sisters.  He is the grandson of Janet 

Lawson.   

 

Our Christian Sympathy to Mary & Leon Nelson 

and family on the death of her brother Stuart 

Minnick of Cambridge, NE on Jan. 11.   

   

Our Christian Sympathy to Elsie Wheeler and 

family on the death of her brother Julius 

Mundschenk.  His memorial service was Saturday, 

Jan. 14 at Levander Funeral Home. 

 

A BIG thank you to Doris Warner, Elva Bartels and 

Mary Staub for helping with decorating the church 

for Christmas.  For Dave Woebbecke and Pat 

Zaruba for helping to carry the trees upstairs.  

Wasnôt the church beautiful!!!  And another BIG 

thank you to Nancy Ahlers, Amy Ahlers and Hallick 

Lehmann for taking down the Christmas decorations.  

And to Nancee Krohn for putting up and taking down 

the Advent Wreath.  It was all very much appreciated 

- - Amy Zaruba   

 

To all my church family:  Thank you for your kind 

words of condolences and comfort; and for the 

memorials in memory of my brother, Julius 

Mundschenk.                   Elsie Wheeler 

Bulletin Gleamings  
yearôs Palm Sunday, the very signs of our 

celebration, and use those ashes to mark the cross on 

our foreheads.  While the words, ñYou are dust, and 

to dust you will return,ò are a bit depressing, they 

ground us in reality.  Yet, this message comes paired 

with the very same sign made on our foreheads at 

baptism.  Even though we know weôre dying, we 

belong to God.  There is nothing--not even death--

that can change that.  This promise reminds us to live 

life to the fullest, as if we knew we were already 

dying and our days were numbered.   

     To make this shift not just in mind, but in action, 

we ñburyò our Alleluias (which mean ñPraise the 

Lord!ò).  During Lent, we reserve these words for the 

more joyful celebrations of Easter when it can be 

given full voice.  We also give up singing the Hymn 

of Praise (ñThis is the feast of victory . . .ò).  Instead, 

we start our worship with the Kyrie.  The words 

ñKyrie eleisonò translated mean ñLord, have mercy.ò  

We recall that we are not worthy of Godôs grace, but 

that we need God.  Sin, death, and fear are killing us.  

These words are both a plea for help and a testimony 

to our belief that God will have mercy, and God will 

indeed help.   

     Many other practices, such as fasting and more 

fervent prayer and devotion have sprung up over the 

centuries.  These disciplines are designed to draw us 

closer to God in an increasingly hectic and secular 

world.  Some of these arise out of the tradition of 

catechesis, the education and preparation of adults to 

be baptized at the Easter vigil.  The practice today of 

ñgiving upò something for Lent is a modern twist on 

fasting.  The purpose of fasting is to focus on taking 

control of our lives by getting our material desires 

and excesses under control so we can focus on what 

is most important.   

     Another tradition has become meeting on 

Wednesday evenings for a simple meal (like soup) 

and prayer.  Our tradition of presenting various 

stories or dramas during evening prayer comes from 

the practice in Medieval times of passion plays.  

These plays told the story of Christôs last week 

before his death (his ñpassionò).  The plays were for 

people who couldnôt and didnôt read the Bible to 

become more familiar with the stories that teach us 

about God and ourselves.  We recall them today to 

help us ground our faith in Godôs loving sacrifice, to 

better know our own stories,  and become clear that 

it is Godôs action that defines our faith. 

     I pray that these traditions might be blessings to 

you this Lent,  

 Pastor Mike 

Volunteers are needed and if you are interested in 

delivering Meals on Wheels from the Albion Senior 

Center, the months of February, May, August or 

November please call LaVonne Kruse, Mission: 

Community at 402-395-6059.  Thank you.   
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 General Memorial Fund ð 
  In memory of Janet Johnson 

   Steve & Pam Wright 

  In memory of Elenora Briese 

   Ernie & Joy Haas 

   Jim & Janet Atkinson 

   Russell & Lucille Nore 

   Dorothy Tisthammer 

   Janet Lawson 

   Paul & Carol Brugger 

   Carroll & Jane Rolf 

   Donna Kruse 

   Ellen Norskov 

   Alvah & Carolyn Ranslem 

   Elva Bartels 

   Margaret Erickson 

   Doris Warner 

   Steve & Pam Wright 

   Michael & Barbara Tolstedt 

   Dale & Betty Bowman  

  In memory of Mildred Carver 

   Steve & Pam Wright 

   Russell & Lucille Nore 

   Jane Mundschenk 

   Ellen Norskov 

   Margaret Erickson 

   Caryll Karges 

   Family & Friends 

  In memory of Bruce Bartels (one yr. later) 

   Tom & Doris Johnson 

  In memory of Clinton Peterson 

   Steve & Pam Wright 

  In memory of Julius Mundschenk 

  Iver & Mary Lou Nore 

 Property Fund (Parking Lot) ð 
  In memory of Mildred Carver 

   Elva Bartels  

  In memory of Julius Mundschenk 

   Harold & Lois Thewke 

   Ellen Norskov 

   Delbert & Marilee Niewohner 

   Barb Michael 

   Elva Bartels 

   Howard & LaVonne Mills 

   Mildred Jasa Family 

   Virginia Krohn 

   Marie Naeve 

   Dorothy Tisthammer 

   Bob & Judy Harder 

   Tena Warnke 

   Margaret Erickson 

   David & Linda Fisher 

   Jimmie & Shirley Woodward  

 Sunday School Fund ð 
  In memory of Dr. Gerald Spethman 

   Mary Ellen Norskov 

Drivers wanted to help transport Faith Weaver kids 
to deliver Valentines to a variety of members on 

Wednesday, February 8 from 
4:00-5:00PM.  Please come to 
Zion or call the office (395-
2043) to volunteer and let us 
know how many kids you can 
take.        

Nebraska Synod Nominations Due 
 

Interested in serving the larger church in new and 

exciting ways?  Know someone with the gifts for 

this ministry?  Consider nominating them!  The 

synod is currently seeking nominations for members 

of the synod council, the synod consultation 

committee, the synod discipline committee, several 

synod taskforces, and voting members for the ELCA 

Churchwide Assembly in August 2013.  Talk to one 

of the pastors or visit www.nebraskasynod.org for 

more information and descriptions of the positions 

available.  Nominations are due by March 2.  If you 

are male and would like to attend the churchwide 

assembly, or female and serve on the synod council, 

talk to one of the pastors before Feb. 4, because you 

can be nominated directly through our local cluster 

this year, rather than being nominated at large.  

  

Please also talk with a pastor if you have an idea for 

a resolution you would like the Nebraska Synod 

Assembly to consider at its meeting in June.   

Safeguarding Godôs Children 
 

On Saturday, March 10 at 9:00AM, facilitators from 

the NE Synod will present information about 

keeping youth safe when theyôre at church and 

strategies to ensure their well-being here as in any 

public setting.  All teachers, youth workers, and 

parents are welcome to attend.  More information 

will be sent out in the coming weeks.   

Church Women United ñWorld Day of Prayerò is 

Friday, March 2 at 2:30PM at Wolf Memorial.  



Worship Assistants for February 2012 
 

Lesson Readers:                            Power Point Composers:   

 Early Late   
Feb 05  Pat Neidhardt  Bonnie Wagner  Feb 05  Marcia Seier     

Feb 12  Amy Ahlers  Vivian Eucker   Feb 12  Rich Ronnenkamp                  

Feb 19 Ron Levander Britany Seda   Feb 19  Nancee Krohn 

Feb 26 Mary Staub Janet Atkinson   Feb 26  Kay Flanagan    

     

Acolytes: 

 Early  Late 

Feb 05 Joel Meyer & Hannah Schmitz Macy Olson & Ashley Lindgren   

Feb 12 Morgan Andersen & Grace Woebbecke  Kyley Sorell & Blaine Kennedy    

Feb 19 Hannah Groth & Bailey Jo Reigle Cheyenne Mangus & Kaddee Harner  

 Crucifer:  Ty Groth  Crucifer:  Garrison Rugg  

Feb 22 Ash Wednesday:  Cheyenne Mangus & Macy Olson 

Feb 26 Branden Roberg & Joel Meyer Hayden Niewohner & Shayla Ranslem   

  

Communion Assistants:      
Feb 05 (early) Ellen Frey, Patti Meyer          

  (late) Tena Warnke, Elsie Wheeler, Eleanor Wagner            

Feb 12 (early) Dave Woebbecke, Dana Andersen                  

   (late) Carmen Eucker, Doug Young, Dave Skillstad  

Feb 19 (early)  Steve Groth, Mary Levander            

   (late) Beverly Rieck, Barb Michael, Gina Nelson   

Feb 22 Ash Wednesday:  Jeremy & Kim Young, Mitzi Fox           

Feb 26 (early) Amy Zaruba, Mary Staub            

   (late)   Mark Niewohner, Elva Bartels, Mary Kay Tisthammer   

 

Greeters:        
(Early)   Rich Ronnenkamp      Sub: Mitzi Fox  

  Feb 12  Hallick & Jenna Lehmann       

(Late)   Allen & Kathy Thorberg     Sub:   Kent & Mary Kay Tisthammer     

 

Ushers:    
(Early)  Don Thorberg, David Roberg, Jim Meyer, Dave Woebbecke  

 Feb 5 Jacob Meyer  Feb 26 Matt & Joe Brugger         

(Late)   Eric Johnson, Vic Lee, Ron Krohn, Kurt Kruse  

 Feb 5  Justin Lee            

 

Altar Guild:  Mary Staub*, Muriel Young, Jean Bittner, Pam & Doug Young, Zondee & Ron Coakes 

 

Audio / Video:    
Feb 05  (early)   Bob Sandman (late) Norm Brugger 

Feb 12  (early)   Bob Sandman (late) Vance Sorell 

Feb 19   (early)   Robbie Johnson (late) Mark Niewohner 

Feb 26   (early)   Zach Roberg (late) Chris Kohtz 

   

Flower Committee:   Connie Bentjen  



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   1 10:15AM  Kindermusik 

1:30PM Lutheran Comm at 

          GSS, Wolf Memorial 

3:30PM  FW & Conf Warm  

NO ELE Youth   

7PM Confirmation &  

                  Faith Tune Up 

7:30PM Sr. Choir 

2 3 4 

7:30AM Menôs  

Bible Study 

2:00PM Synod 

Nomination 

Event (Hope 

Lutheran,  

Columbus) 

5 

8:00AM Worship /C  

9:15AM Sunday School 

and Adult SS begins 

10:30AM Worship/C 

3-4PM More Than 

Money Matters  

Workshop  

6:30PM  

Amazing Grays 

6 Pastor Mike  

Day Off 

5:15PM  

Evangelism 

3:30PM  

Girl Scouts 

7PM Girl 

Scouts Leaders 

5:15PM  & 

6:15PM  

Kindermusik 

7 

12:15PM  

Bells of Zion 

1:30PM  

Staff Meeting 

5:15PM 

Kindermusik 

4-6PM  

MOSAIC  

information 

8  

10:15AM  Kindermusik 

2PM Bible Study Leaders 

3:30PM  FW & Conf Warm  

6:00PM ELE Youth   

7PM Confirmation &  

                 Faith Tune Up 

7:30PM Sr. Choir 

9 10 

Pastor  

Frerichs  

Day Off 

 

1:30PM  

Sew Happy 

Mission  

Quilters 

11 

7:30AM Menôs  

Bible Study 

 

 

 

 

12 Installation of  

       Church Council 

8:00AM Worship /C  

9:15AM Sunday School 

10:30AM Worship/C 

3:00PM   #1 Healthy    

Marriages 101 

3-4PM More Money  

7PM Rolling Stones 

13 

Pastor Mike 

Day Off 

10:00AM & 

7:00PM   

Bible Study 

NO  

Kindermusik 

 

14  

10AM  

Cluster,  

St. Johnôs  

12:15PM  

Bells of Zion 

5:15PM  

Kindermusik 

 

15  WELCA Bible Study 

10:15AM  Kindermusik 

1:30PM Staff Meeting 

3:30PM  FW & Conf Warm  

5:30PM Parish Ed Mtg 

6:00PM ELE Youth   

7PM Confirmation &  

                 Faith Tune Up 

7:30PM Sr. Choir 

16 

 

17 

Pastor  

Frerichs  

Day Off 

 

2:30PM 

BINGO at 

GSS-Wolf 

Memorial 

18 

7:30AM Menôs  

Bible Study 

19 

8:00AM Worship /C  

9:15AM Sunday School 

10:30AM Worship/C 

3-4PM More Than 

Money Matters  

Workshop  

20 Pastor 

Mike Day 

Off 

3:30PM Girl 

Scouts 

5:15PM  & 

6:15PM  

Kindermusik 

 

21   12:15PM  

Bells of Zion 

1:30PM 

BCMA 

3PM Staff Mtg 

5:15PM  

Kindermusik 

7PM Church 

Council 

22   ASH WEDNESDAY 

10:15AM  Kindermusik 

10:30AM Ash Wed Worship at 

GSS, Wolf Memorial 

3:30PM  FW & Conf Warm  

5:30PM  Soup Supper /  

       Luther League 

7PM Worship w/Communion  

                 and Ashes 

23  

10:00AM & 

7:00PM  ñMaking 

Sense of the Crossò 

Bible Study   

2:30PM  

Songfest at GSS-

Wolf Memorial 

24 

Pastor  

Frerichs  

Day Off 

1:30PM  

Sew Happy 

Mission  

Quilters 

25 

7:30AM Menôs  

Bible Study 

 

#2 Healthy 

Marriages 101 

in Elgin, NE 

26 

8:00AM Worship /C  

9:15AM Sunday School 

10:30AM Worship/C 

1-4PM  80th Birthday  

Open House at Zion 

27  Pastor 

Mike Day Off 

5:15PM  & 

6:15PM  

Kindermusik 

 

28   10AM 

Cluster,Shell 

12:15PM  

Bells of Zion 

5:15PM  

Kindermusik 

7PM Stitch &  

           Pray 

29   10:15AM Kindermusik 

3:30PM  FW & Conf Warm  

5:30PM  Soup Supper /  

       Luther League 

7PM Lenten Worship  

Senior Choir 

   

Pastor Frerichs gone to Head of Staff Seminar until Feb 5 

February 2012 
Zion Lutheran Church 
319 South 5th St. 
Albion, NE  68620 
402-395-2043 

Email:  zion@cablene.com  
Website:  www.zionalbion.org 

Pastor Mike on vacation Feb 8-13 

 

Worship Services Shown on  

CABLE Channel 21 

Tuesday, 10:30AM  

Immanuel-Zion Lutheran Church 

Wednesday, 10:30AM  

Zion Lutheran Church 
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мм-aǊΦ ϧ aǊǎΦ YŜǾƛƴ !ƴŘŜǊǎƻƴ 
 aǊΦ ϧ aǊǎΦ .ƛƭƭ ¢ƘŜǎǎŜƴ 
мн-aǊΦ ϧ aǊǎΦ DǊŜƎ tŀŎƪŀǊŘ 
мп-aǊΦ ϧ aǊǎΦ !ǳƎǳǎǘ {ǘǊƻƳōŜǊƎ 
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нп-aǊΦ ϧ aǊǎΦ !ƭŀƴ wŀƴǎƭŜƳ 
нр-aǊΦ ϧ aǊǎΦ wƻƴ /ƻŀƪŜǎ 

February  

SERVING GROUPS   
 

If you are unable or are not called upon to 

serve or provide food during the months for 

which your group is responsible, we ask that 

you bring $5.00 to the church office to help 

defray costs.  Or a total of $15 for the year.  In 

this way everyone is able to contribute.  This, 

too, is an important part of our income!  

Thank you for your faithfulness and providing 

food and serving when called upon.   

2012 

Boone County Food Pantry Needs 
 

Remember the Food Pantry for the month of 
February.  We are seeking crackers, pasta, 
canned  & boxed dinners.  Only commercially 
prepared items can be used.  Thank you for your 
generosity and support.  

11 

NOTE:  Due to concerns about Identity Theft 

if you prefer that your name not appear in the 

Messenger - please call the church office or 

email us your request.   

Offering Envelopes are available on the table by 

Pastorôs office door.  If you did not receive a box 

and would like one please check with Margaret or 

Pastor in the office.   

Stitch and Pray (has a purpose) 
1) New crocheters and knitters wanted 

2) Seeking donations of yarn 

3) Making prayer shawls for the        

hospital  

4) Off to a good start with up to 8 attending from time 

to time 

5) Meet the 4th Tuesday of the month with the next 

gathering on Feb. 28 at 7:00PM 

6) Lessons available 
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AMAZING GRAYS will meet 
on Sunday, Feb. 5 at the church 

for a 6:30PM potluck supper with 

a program by Elva Bartels called ñFranke Family 

Tragedyò.   Hosts:  Elva Bartels, Bob and Arlene 

Wilson.    

Women of the ELCA Bible Study 
Wednesday, February 15, 2011 

 

Peace will meet at 9:00AM at church and  

 Lesson Leader - Elva Bartels  

Grace will meet at 9:15AM with hostess TBD  

 and Lesson Leader - Janet Atkinson 

Hope/Faith will meet at 1:30PM at 

 church with Lesson Leader - 

 Marilee Niewohner  

Glory will meet at 7:00PM  

FREE Publications 
 

February 2012, Daily Devotions  

by Pastor Larry Sydow 

 

Lutheran Digest, Winter 2012 

 

Christ In Our Home for Jan, Feb, Mar 2012 
 

 

 

Available FREE on the table by the west door. 

Rolling Stones will meet 
at church on Sunday, 
Feb. 12 at 7:00PM for a 
òRed and White Nightó 
with hosts Tom & Jacque 
Dickey.  This will be an 
evening of games.  Please 
feel free to bring snacks 

to share and drinks will be provided.     

Please do not put ice melt on the 

new sidewalks.  There is sand in 

the furnace room to throw on the 

new walks.  Ice melt can be used 

on the old walks. Thanks so much 

for your attention to this matter. 

ZION WELCA - NEWSWORTHY 
 

To:   All Zion Women (and the Congregation) 

From:  Elva Bartels, President 

 

Our January 4, 2012, general meeting had a good 

attendance and was interesting.  Kerry Davidson, RN 

and Tina Stokes told us about the progress of the 

new GSS addition and brought samples of the 

materials being used.  

 

Serving Group I (Doris Warner and Jane Rolf) 

served the general meeting and the Julius 

Mundschenk funeral luncheon on January 14.   

 

Zion was represented at the Winter Retreat on 

January 14 at St. Paul / Grand Island by Margaret 

Erickson, Ellen Norskov and Elva Bartels.  The 

attendance (355) was by far the largest we had seen 

over the past decade, probably due to the program 

presenters.  Joan Naber, Ms. Wheelchair NE, 2010, 

who is a RN at the York Hospital, spoke in the 

morning.  Sonja Burpo, the mother of Colton Burpo 

of Heaven Is For Real fame, spoke in the afternoon.  

A special offering for the ELCA Malaria Initiative 

and Disaster Response was taken.   

 

There will be no WELCA meeting in February.  

Information about the March meeting will be in the 

next Messenger.    

 

 

 

 

ZION WOMEN OF THE ELCA  

GENERAL MEETING 
 

 The Zion Lutheran Church Women met on 

Wednesday, January 4, 2012 at 2:00 pm with 24 

members present.  President Elva Bartels called the 

meeting to order.  Devotions were given by Kathleen 

Williams based on Matthew 22 about the Ten 

Commandments all being positive guidelines of 

Godôs love and goodness.   

 The secretaryôs report was approved as 

printed in The Messenger.  Correspondence read 

included thank-you notes from the Frerichs and 

Kerns, Margaret Erickson, Wilma Tschudin, Ernie 

Haas, Marge Briese, Janet Lawson, Paul Brugger, 

Mildred Jasa, Virgina Krohn, Jim Atkinson, and 
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Ellen Norskov.  Thank you letters were also received 

from Oaks Indian Mission, Lutheran Campus 

Ministries and from Mosaic for the December 

offering of $262. 

 Joy Haas presented the treasurerôs report 

showing a balance of $1934.  Additional monies 

were left in the account for the Boone County Fair 

serving start-up.  Elva thanked Bev Rieck and Lois 

Thewke for chairing the Sunshine Committee, which 

prepared and delivered 64 Sunshine Christmas 

plates.  Pam Wright explained that the serving 

groupsô months of serving was incorrect in the 

yearbook-the corrected months are Group 1:  

January, May, September; Group 2: February, June, 

October; Group 3:  March, July, November; and 

Group 4: April, August, December. 

 OLD BUSINESS:  Elva reported that $3,384 

was donated from our group in 2011-a sheet will be 

posted showing the recipients.  The kitchen towels 

have all been returned. 

 ANNOUNCEMENTS:  The Nebraska 

Synodical Womenôs Retreat will be held at St. Paulôs 

in Grand Island on January 14; registration of $18 is 

due today.  An offering of $50 will be sent.  

Honorariums will be given to Kerry Davidson and 

Tina Stokes for their presentation today.  Janet 

Atkinson reminded the group to continue saving 

Campbellôs soup labels and Boxtops for Education-

the drop box is in the kitchen.   

 January and February birthdays were honored 

with singing accompanied by Ellen Norskov. 

Offering was collected. Elva reported from ñOut of 

the Pastô that Zionôs baptismal font was purchased by 

the church women in 1920 for $45, and the tradition 

of dropping pennies in the wood birthday cake 

started as the Flower Fund.   

 The meeting was adjourned.  Elva introduced 

Kerry Davidson and Tina Stokes, who gave a 

presentation on the progress of the addition to the 

Good Samaritan Society-Wolf Memorial Home.  The 

table prayer was sung and a lunch was served by 

Group 1 Chairmen Jane Rolf and Doris Warner. 

CHANGE OF DATE 

 
The Zion WELCA May 

meeting, our annual 

Mother/Daughter 

gathering, is being 

changed (the Yearbook is 

incorrect.) to FRIDAY, 

May 4, 2012 at 7:00PM 

with the program in the 

sanctuary and 

refreshments in the Parish 

Hall.  The date change 

will accommodate our 

guest speaker, Kristi 

Scott, who has taken a 

position in Omaha and 

cannot come on 

Wednesday night.  

However, she very much 

wants to tell us of her 

Tanzania Peace Corps 

experiences.  The 

program is being opened 

to the public and is an 

activity for the entire 

family.  So everyone, 

please come for an 

educational and 

interesting evening.   


