
 
     By the time you read this, my last Messenger article, Sue and I will be settling in at our new home in Ala-

mogordo. Words alone donôt express our gratitude to all of you who made our ministry together so exciting 

and rewarding. Thank you so much for all of your gifts and kind words. As I sang in the song I wrote for you, I 

count every success in our ministry as a blessing of Christ working in us, and every failure to be those times 

when I got in the way of Christ. 

     I leave you with this song. 

 

It Is Not I  
by Larry L. Sydow ï 6-20-10 

Dedicated to Zion Lutheran Church, Albion NE 

ï Based on 2 Corinthians 12:8-10 ; Philippians 3:7-9; and Galatians 2:20 ï  

 

Refrain:  It is no longer I but Christ in me.  

                It is not I who lives, but Christ who lives in me.  

                The life I live I live by faith in Christ my Lord.  

                It is not I, but Christ who dwells in me. 

 Last Verse (Give God the praise; give God your endless praise!) 

 

1.  If I have failed to be there when you called;  

     If  I have led you to believe in me in vain; 

     It was not Christ but I let me get in the way.  

     It was not Christ, but I who failed that day. 

 

2.  If I have shed some light in your darkness; 

     If hurt and  pain were eased by my poor spoken words;      

     It was not I, but Christ who dwells within my heart.  

     It was not I, but Christ who blessed your day.  Refrain 

 

3.  If Iôve inspired your soul with Godôs mercy  

     And helped you see another path to walk in faith;  

     It was not I, but Christ who dwells within my heart.  

     It was not I, but Christ who blessed your day. 

 

4.  If I have caused your soul to sing praises;  

     If I have helped you find the Word of God as Truth; 

     It was not I, but Christ who dwells within my heart.  

     It was not I, but Christ who blessed your day. 

 

5.  If I have stirred your passion for serving;  

     And shown your eyes a way to see; your ears to hear; 

     It was not I, but Christ who dwells within my heart.   

     Give God the praise; give God your endless praise!  Refrain 

       Pastor Sydow 
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2 Corinthians 12:8-10 (RSV)  
Three times I besought the Lord 

about this, that it should leave 

me; but he said to me, "My grace 

is sufficient for you, for my 

power is made perfect in weak-

ness." I will all the more gladly 

boast of my weaknesses, that the 

power of Christ may rest upon 

me. For the sake of Christ, then, 

I am content with weaknesses, 

insults, hardships, persecutions, 

and calamities; for when I am 

weak, then I am strong.  

 

Philippians 3:7-9 (NRSV)  
Yet whatever gains I had, these I 

have come to regard as loss be-

cause of Christ. More than that, I 

regard everything as loss be-

cause of the surpassing value of 

knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. 

For his sake I have suffered the 

loss of all things, and I regard 

them as rubbish, in order that I 

may gain Christ and be found in 

him, not having a righteousness 

of my own that comes from the 

law, but one that comes through 

faith in Christ, the righteousness 

from God based on faith.  
 

Galatians 2:20 (NRSV)  
It is no longer I who live, but it 

is Christ who lives in me. And 

the life I now live in the flesh I 

live by faith in the Son of God, 

who loved me and gave himself 

for me.  
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Associate Pastorôs Letter - An Opportunity  
 

 When a pastor leaves, it can feel like ministry in a 

congregation comes to a standstill until the next long

-term pastor arrives.  Itôs a natural feeling, especially 

considering how much Pastor Sydow has touched 

our lives and helped us grow in our faith and minis-

try.  However, I challenge you to see this time of 

transition not as a time of waiting, but as an oppor-

tunity.   

     If nothing else, this time can be a reminder that 

the work and ministry of the church does not belong 

primarily to a pastor, but to all of the people who 

make up the church.  This is an opportunity for eve-

ryone to recognize their responsibility for all the 

wonderful ministries theyôre already involved in, and 

to engage ourselves in their future more deeply.  Alt-

hough some roads might be rough without Pastor 

Sydowôs leadership, the journey does not stop. 

     Furthermore, the interim time is not a time of 

waiting to see what happens, but to think, pray, and 

plan for that future.  This congregation has grown a 

lot in numbers and in the strength of its ministry in 

the past 10 years, but that also means weôve changed 

since the last time we called a senior pastor.  Growth 

means that it takes more work to keep people con-

nected, to make sure our ministries are coordinated 

and intentional, and to take responsibility for our 

own roles in the life of the church.  We have an op-

portunity to take a good hard look at everything we 

do, to think about who we are, and to ask where God 

is calling us to go.  If nothing else, itôs a time to 

dream about what weôd like to see happen in our 

congregation, how we can serve our community, and 

what is possible with God.   

     Rather than jumping in and calling the first long-

term pastor we can find, we have the opportunity to 

think about what kind of pastor we need, and the 

type of senior pastor we want to lead us into the next 

10 years of our life together.  Rather than waiting to 

see whether we ñlikeò the next pastor, we have the 

opportunity to think about and share what kind of 

pastor we need so that he or she can serve us in the 

best possible way.  As I write this, a call committee 

is being formed to coordinate the process of finding a 

new pastor.  As the members of this group are an-

nounced, I encourage you to take the time to talk 

with one of them and share your vision for our con-

gregation.   

     Finally, I hope that you will embrace our interim 

pastor.  Because Pastor Sydow meant so much to so 

many of us, it will be impossible for anyone to com-

pletely fill his shoes.  Rather than comparing our 

new senior pastor to Pastor Sydow, consider what 

different and new gifts he brings as we enter this 

time of opportunity.  Part of his calling will be to 

challenge us to consider all the opportunities Iôve 

mentioned and to ask us some difficult questions.   

     As we journey through this time of transition, I 

look forward to the opportunity to wrestle through 

these questions with you as I continue to serve you 

as associate pastor.  May God bless this time, and 

may God use it to bring new life to our congregation 

and to each of our lives of faith, 

 

Pastor Mike 

 
            
 

 

Zion Lutheran Church  
Council Meeting Minutes  

June 15, 2009  
 

 Zion Lutheran Church Council met Tuesday 

June 15, 2010 at 7 p.m.   Members present 
were Vance Sorell, Allen Thorberg, Cindy Ras-
mussen, Loren Johnson, Dave Skillstad, Dave 

Woebbecke, Linda Spiegel, Pastor Sydow and 
Pastor Kern.  

Vance Sorell  called the meeting to or-
der.   Pastor Sydow  gave devotions.  
  

Secretary's Report --- Minutes were read and 
approved.  

  
Treasurer's Report --- Motion was made to pay 
the bills. Reminder to members of the church 

to not forget to give to the general operation 
of the church.   We are falling behind on the 

day - to -day expenses.   Resolution was made 
to add Mary Staub, Dave Woebbecke, and Al-

len  Thorberg to the list of those who have ac-
cess to the safety deposit box at the 
bank.   Report  was then approved.  

  
Worship & Music --- Did not meet.  

  
Parish Education --- Committee busy working 
on VBS  

  
Evangelism --- Did not meet.  
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Stewardship --- No meeting.  

  
Property --- Pat Zaruba will line up people to 

help in the removal of sidewalks.   Bygland 
Dirt will dispose of the cement at no 
charge.   Nolans have the bid to put in the 

new  sidewalks.  
  

President's Report --- Interim  Pastor will  arrive 
July 7th.  
  

Pastor Sydow's Report --- Finishing up his min-
istry here at Zion.   Expressed gratitude for 

the farewell celebration and computerized 
picture frame.  
  

Pastor Kern's Report --- 120 kids attended VBS 
this year.   Motion was made to move Sunday 

July 11 worship to the fairgrounds at 10:00 
a.m.   We will still have Saturday worship at 

6:30 p.m.   Pastor Mike has  scheduled vaca-
tion for July 26 -August 10.   
  

Old Business --- Motion was made to allow Ali-
son Kern to use some of the  Sunday School 

rooms for Kindermusik.    
  
New Business --- A letter was read from Brian 

Johnson voicing concern about proper training 
on the new  audio/video equipment.   Time will 

be scheduled to properly train those involved 
on the correct way to run the new system.   It 
was suggested that the wedding coordinators 

also attend.   The PowerPoint operators are 
requesting an upgrade  to their computer.   We 

have memorials designated for that pur-
pose.   Motion was made to upgrade their sys-
tem.  

  
Pastor Sydow adjourned the meeting at 8 p.m 

with  the Lord's Prayer.   Next meeting is July 
20, 2010 at 7 p.m.    
  

Linda Spiegel  
Secretary  

 

 

      Grace and peace to you from our  

    Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  May 

Godôs blessings be showered upon us and our minis-

try together in Jesusô name.  

 Let me introduce myself to you.  My name is 

Robert Mortvedt (please call me Pastor Bob).  I re-

tired as an ELCA Pastor in August, 1999, and moved 

to Buffalo, Minnesota, to be near our married daugh-

ter and her family.  I was an active pastor for 35 

years, serving 5 congregations, three in California 

and two in Nebraska.  In four of the five congrega-

tions, I was the solo pastor of congregations with 

worship attendance of 125-165 per Sunday.  The 

fifth congregation was large with 3 pastors and other 

staff.  

 Since retirement, I have had four previous 

Interim ministries at Bird Island, Minnesota, 

Scottsbluff, Hastings, and Sidney, Nebraska, plus a 

number of pulpit supply, weddings, and funerals.  

 I grew up in South Dakota, north of Sioux 

Falls, and am the middle of seven children.  My par-

ents were farmers.  I graduated from the University 

of Nebraska, Lincoln in 1955 (yes, Iôm a Big Red 

Football Fanatic - and in general a sports nut).  After 

college, I served fours years as a pilot in the U.S. Na-

vy and worked one year for IBM in the Bay Area of 

California before attending Pacific Lutheran Theo-

logical Seminary in Berkeley, CA.  I was married in 

1962 to my wife, Becky, (some of you may remem-

ber her as the president of the Nebraska Synod 

Womenôs Organization from 1993-1997).  We have 

two children:  Clare Swenson, her husband Jeff 

Swenson, two grandsons and now a great grand-

daughter.  They all live in western Minnesota about 

two hours from us and in Minneapolis.  My son, Ja-

cob and his fiancé, Karen and her family live in Ros-

eau, Minnesota 30 miles from the Canadian border.  

They are just moving into their new home. 

 I enjoy my retirement.  I have taught seven-

teen 10 - week Bible Study series at our church in 

Buffalo.  I have especially enjoyed the opportunities 

for intensive study preparation this time has given 

me.  I also read a lot of novelsé..about 350 a year!!, 

watch sports, the news, read newspapers, do the dish-

es and keep things orderly around the house. 

 I am looking forward to our time together 

over the next few months and getting to know many 

of you (remember to introduce yourself) and serve  



The 2010 Nebraska Synod Assembly was held June 4-5 at the Heartland Event Center in Grand Island.  The 

theme of this yearôs Assembly was ñJoy in the Journeyò taken from Isaiah 55:12:  ñFor you shall go out in joy, 

and be lead forth in peace.ò  Arnold and Peggy Johnson, Pastor Larry and Sue Sydow attended the event.   If 

youôd like more details of the event, please pick up a copy of the ñ2010 Nebraska Synod Assembly Reviewò 

on the sofa table in the lounge or by going online to http://assembly.nebraskasynod.org. 

 

Joy In The Journey by Peggy Johnson 

 

Many great messages, in particular given by Bishop deFreese, were shared during the Nebraska Synod Assem-

ble.  Here are several that I found especially meaningful that I hope you, too, can use in your faith walk: 

 

God, what do you want to do together today, and how are we going to do it? 

Are our baptismal waters drying off? 

Disagreements can be catalysts for good, not division.  We donôt have to think alike. 

We are to be faithful people, not fearful.  John 8:36 

God is God . . . And will be God. 

Live thankful - live grateful. 

 

Also, what an honor it was to be in attendance with Pastor and Sue as they were recognized for 40 years in the 

ministry of God.  It was evident that they not only have been a blessing to us, here at Zion, but also throughout 

the Nebraska Synod. 

 

 

Highlights from the Nebraska Synod Assembly held in Grand Island by Arnold Johnson 

 

 The theme of the assembly was Joy in the Journey from Isaiah 55:12.  In Bishop deFreeseôs report, he 

said that it was a tough year.  There were economic disasters, natural disasters and within our church there was 

the fallout from the vote on sexuality.  Bishop deFreese pointed out that through our faith and positive perspec-

tive we can still have a great year even when there are problems to overcome.   

 The emphasis of our church has been and is still is mission.  The mission goal is to get our congrega-

tions to realize that it is not the church building and pastor that carry out mission.  The people that worship at 

the church are to go out and show the community in which we live Godôs kingdom.  

 There were no resolutions that passed during the business parts of the assembly.  There was a resolu-

tion asking that the church wide assembly of the ELCA reconsider the sexuality decision.  This resolution did 

not pass.  From listening to comments given during discussion some voted against it because they think that it 

takes too much valuable time away from doing more important tasks within the church.   
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(continued from Page 3, ñWelcome to our Interim Pastorò) 

you for Christ in any way that I can.   

 A couple of personal notes.  I will be 77 in September.  I struggle daily with arthritis in every joint and 

I have bad hearing.  My hearing aides help a lot, but with multiple conversations and echoes from the rooms, I 

struggle a bit, so please bear with me, BUT I am not decrepit!  I work out at our exercise club 4 days a week.  I 

enjoy life-am great at laughing at jokes and stories and I work hard at listening to people.  

 My prayer is that the process in the search for your new pastor will go well, that God will bring the 

right person to lead you in ministry, and that our time together will be a blessing so that each of you may con-

tinue to grow in grace and be a blessing for the Kingdom of God. 

        Pastor Robert E. Mortvedt        
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Albion Blood Drive 
Tuesday, July 6th 
8:00 am - 2:00 pm 

Boone Co. Fairgrounds- Caseyôs Building 
 

For an appointment, please contact 
Nancee Krohn at 402-395-2391 

  
The Gift of Life Runs Through You.  

Give Blood. 
  
 

Walk ins Welcome! 

Weôre Behind! 
     Although our church expenses are not far from what weôve budgeted, 

our expected offerings have been a bit lower.  As of May 31, weôve spent 

$113,832 doing ministry, but weôve only received $84,775 of income, so 

weôve had to borrow $15,000 from our money market account to pay cur-

rent expenses.  Although thereôs been some speculation that the pastoral 

transition will help us catch up, it will not significantly reduce our expenses. 

     We can rejoice that weôve done a great job reducing our roof loan princi-

ple amount to only $42,993.10 (as of 6/1/2010), but we hope that hasnôt 

happened at the expense of our general budget.  When we first asked the 

congregation how we could pay for the roof, most said theyôd prefer to in-

crease their regular giving over time to help us pay the loan payments, rather than making large gifts.  The up-

front gifts are investing in the future by shortening the length of the loan, but we also need to balance that with 

increased regular giving to make the monthly loan payments. 

     Weôre asking you to take a little time to think about your current giving and consider helping us catch up 

with our budget.  Although sometimes it seems like the money we give disappears into a hidden vacuum, it 

helps us do all the ministry that is seen and unseen.  Thank you for taking this support to heart, and for every-

one who has given so much already. 

General Budget
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Income Expenses

2101 Tenth Street 

Alamogordo, NM 88310 
 

Larry -  larry.sydow@gmail.com 

Sue -  sksydow@hotmail.com 

 

for  

Pastor Larry & 

Sue Sydow 

CALL COMMITTEE 
 

The Church Council has asked the following to serve 

on the Call Committee to search for a new Pastor.  

Letôs remember these individuals in our prayers as 

they consider and interview prospective senior pas-

tors for Zion Lutheran.   

  

 Keri Brugger 

 Ron Coakes 

 Peggy Johnson 

 Ron Levander 

 Barb Michael 

 Rich Ronnenkamp 

 Amy Ahlers & Hallick Lehmann  

 (will represent the voice of our youth)  
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WELL, TICKLE MY RIB  
Thank You  

 

This is my last Tickle. I started writing 

these years ago at my husbandôs sugges-
tion when we went to a church I didnôt 

want to go to (it turned out to be a good 
thing). Part of me will miss writing them, 

but another part of me is willing to let 

them go.  
 

I want you to know that these last ten 
years with you have been wonderful ones. 

Weôve said that itôs been Larryôs best call 
and that certainly is true. Thank you for 

letting us walk part of your journey with 
you. You can be certain that as we move 

on, we will take you with us in our hearts. 
The Bishop has said that we must cut our 

ties to you so the next pastor can work 
unencumbered and we will do that. How-

ever, you are bound to us in the great 
love of our Lord and that holds faster than 

the best glue on the market.  

  
So, you and we go on our ways. My hope 

is that we all continue to grow in His most 
glorious love. There is no better wish for 

all of us than that.  
  

Sue Sydow  

Zion Lutheran Church  
Women of the ELCA  

 
SOCIALIZATION -  

 Enjoy a Summer Brunch and a 
program with Mary Levander 

sharing her trip from  
Down Under  

 
Wednesday, July 7, 2010  

9:00AM  
Zion Lutheran Church basement  

 
 
Nominating Committee Assembled  

Boone County Fair Community Worship -  

Sunday, July 11 at 10:00 a.m. 
 

Weôre moving our worship this day to the 

fairgrounds to praise God with our neigh-

bors.  Join us in the grandstand as we sing, 

pray, and hear Godôs word for our lives.  The 

offering will support the Boone County Min-

isterial  Association fund to be able to lend 

assistance to county residents in need.   

 

We will still have worship at Zion on  

Saturday, July 10 at 6:30 p.m. 

HELP US CELEBRATE!!!  
70TH BIRTHDAY OF  

Rev. Dr. Wendell R. Debner 

 

You are invited to help celebrate the 70th Birth-

day of Rev. Dr. Wendell R. Debner on Sunday, 

July 18, 2010 from 1:30-3:30PM at Faith Lutheran 

Church, 155 Boyson RD, Mari-

on, IA  52302.  Please join us but 

if you canôt would you take the 

time to send a card or note to him 

at the above address.  Please no 

gifts, your prayers and good 

wishes are more than sufficient.  

Margaret Debner, Ann Schu-

macher and Jennifer Debner.  

Please see invitation on the bulle-

tin board for more details.   

Pastorôs Vacation 

Pastor Mike and Alison will be out of town visiting 

friends and family July 26 through 

August 10.  Weôll have a variety of 

leaders during worship during that 

time.  If you need pastoral care 

while Pastor Mike is gone, please 

call Zion at 395-2043.   


