Daily Devotions

September 2011

Thoughts to Ponder
Pastor Larry L. Sydow
2101 Tenth Street
Alamogordo, New Mexico

Larry.sydow@gmail.com

Prayers
Pastor Bruce Freeman
1212 Washington Ave.
Alamogordo, New Mexico

pastor@tularosa.net



DAILY DEVOTIONS

Thursday, September 1, 2011
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DAILY DEVOTIONS
Friday, September 2, 2011
WATCHWORD FOR THE WEEK
1 PeteGo&®: &6pposes the proud, but gives gra
SCRIPTURE

Genesi-sAndkd :(6Abram) believed the Lord, and t
ness.

Luke ATh:e5 apostles said to the Lord, ®“incre
THOUGHTS TO PONDER

| donét think Abraham went to kindergarten
students were especially gullible, and esp
protected el ement, and practicall yopiéemermwhnt
me. Aside from my younger sister and broth
with other kids very often. So, | had no p
Why shouldndot 1?2 They were smarter and wis
t acoknce or twice, and | ost more than one r €
my tongue on the cold metal-lpsmaw lsametloa.e Ile
and regret it. But , I did-ohkeawbd tthad fd algotp
pranks pulled on me. I|Is -itkanfyawbhdear wg &
think Abram went to kindergarten in a smal
l i eved. ls it hard for you to filter out t
hard to believe that God | oves you? Does i
you to call you, even as you are? How many

coul dndét make that distinction? May we pay
ten to God. (11 s)

PRAYER
Life experiences take away our i nnocence,
really be true. Forgive me when | apply th

plish. l ncrease my faith and may I beli eve



DAILY DEVOTIONS
Saturday, September 3, 2011
WATCHWORD FOR THE WEEK
1 PeteGo&®: d&pposes the proud, but gives gr a
SCRIPTURE

Psalm 4+A8:flar as the east is from the west
from us.

Luke 2Bh8d4 Jesus said, “Father, forgive th
doing."”
THOUGHTS TO PONDER

I probably date myserleflalltay ka dmiatrtdisn g nt haitr 8
green boards. They fwdmoanmdts ewmiTihteg, wkiaeé& boa
were about four feet high and ran the | eng
with a fine | ayer of chalk dust by the end
and math problem remai nesdeda.s Eachlehmrciedday,ate
Al uckyo big kid was assigned the task of w

because it had to be done twice. The first
the erasers outside to clap them together

wi pe the boards. That wusually just took of"
cond clean, wet rag then wiped the board r
t hing. Even when | was the Aluckyod one, I

way God forgives sin. What -wasfahens,ths e
wesand giotheiTshere i s nothing more beautiful

of fer us. He did it not with erasers and

bl ood. The sl ate is clean. May we rejoice

Fat herdés eyes! (rrs)

PRAYER

What a fantastic | mage, gracious and |l ovin
is my |ife and washing every dust of sin a
such a thing. Like the board, I receive yo

Amen .



DAILY DEVOTIONS
Sunday, September 4, 2011
WATCHWORD FOR THE WEEK

| sai akhA4BrBi sed reed he wil!]l not break,
guench.

SCRIPTURE

Exodus—Y223u: 2 hal l not follow a majority i
Phil i pp+tlaents t2heb same mind be in you t hat
THOUGHTS TO PONDER

The I'ightning flashed!-bdhe tvReusdem »dum
wars! We heard it coming and ran around
under covethodbughecdrnveri b, and racing
began to soak us to the bone. 't only |
It quit as the noise and cl ouds moved e
rainbow in their wake. All seemed to be
we didnoét know was that a fence between
after another the cows went through. Fo
them out of the green al fal f a abrenfeorrse, tbhl
occurs when cows get too much fresh gre
one of t heainrd stthoenyacdhise! ) Pretty good pic
| eader in committing sin because fievery
Him instead. Who are you going to follo
PRAYER

Like a cow that doesn’t know any better
ing it, it must be okay. How foolish of
harm our relationship, O God. I pray th
name | pray. Amen .



DAILY DEVOTIONS
Monday, September 5, 2011
WATCHWORD FOR THE WEEK

| sai abA4BrB8i sed reed he wil/| not br eak,
guench.
SCRIPTURE

| sai ahl f7:y9ou do not stand firm in faith,

John 4+1e®6s sai d, ‘O am the resurrectio
even though they die, wildl I i ve.

THOUGHTS TO PONDER

| 6ve mentioned that my twin brothers we
Even the neighbors marveled at how high

would not fall over and, at the same ti
to a minimum. Many times they would ask
before they started building. We have a
were established without a firm base, a
fell apart. Wedv e -baulssi on ewsastecsh ebdu i N udmeernopu sr
and fell i n a short time because they w
service. l's it any wonder that our fait
war-bg gani zations and businesses fal/l i n
fall!) The firm foundation of faith is
everything el se before we-nohlrienk atia has kHe
necessary plan of construction. Do you
fabehwe eask for those things which wil.l
PRAYER

My faith is so shaky and weak, dear God
able to build my I|ife upon that faith i
and increase their faith so that their
t hem. I n Jesus’ name. Amen .



DAILY DEVOTIONS
Tuesday, September 6, 2011
WATCHWORD FOR THE WEEK

| sai abkAd4BrB8i sed reed he wil/l not br eak, an
SCRIPTURE
Exodus—AB8blL 28he | sraelite men and women who

thing for the work that the Lord had c¢omma
of fering to the Lord.

2 Corint-bhBHaacnhs 09f: 7y ou must give as you have

under compul sion, for God | oves a cheerful
THOUGHTS TO PONDER

They |lived in the humblest of homes in Lub
with his parents. Their tiny personal spac
Ameri ca. They had a small chil d, an ol d us
sions. He worked as a youth worker in a c¢h
they also had hearts of gold, on fire for
to tea, offering us, without hesitation, s
and genuine |l oving hospitality. Knowi ng wh
took a cookie with our tea as a gesture of
cookie themselves, saving them for others
Bogdan repeatedly thanked God for the- many
workers that this coupl e, who had so | ittdl
message of scripture with their | ives. It
every |ittle thing in our I|ives the Lord s
ple of committed Christians drive me to co
first been given to me. May we all be chee
PRAYER

Many people would call someone |ike these
own needs first, dear God. However, many p
with giving to you and others. Expand my |

sSus name. Amen.



DAILY DEVOTIONS
Wednesday, September 7, 2011

WATCHWORD FOR THE WEEK

| sai ahrA4Br B8i sed reed he wildl not break, ant
SCRIPTURE
Psal m 3Y0o:ullhave turned my mourning into dan

and clothed me with joy.

Luke -2%-B2a12 t he father said to h-itdhheslbaeasad ,on

put it on him; put a ring on his finger an:i
and | et us eat and cel ebratel!”
THOUGHTS TO PONDER

Within six months of being nstalled as as:

[

nounced that he was planning to accept anot
I had to do the same. We went through some
was turned to celebration as we were wel col
western Nebraska. Although that was probabl
t hat pattern each time we accepted another
and ups. Some people get stuck in the down
Psal mist. The first verses of Psalm 30 r emi
ways remembers that God wil!| Aturn his moul
| earned that | esson as he stood day after

things | ook da

-

k and gl oomy remember the

the Son of God is shining on the other sid:
that i s anxious to take place. Feeling dowl
and welcoming, excited to |ift us the rest
PRAYER

At times it is difficult to see the sun shi
dear God. Hel p me to be patient so that | |
see that you just might have something won:¢

Amen .



DAILY DEVOTIONS
Thursday, September 8, 2011
WATCHWORD FOR THE WEEK

| sai abkAd4BrB8i sed reed he wil/l not br eak, an
SCRIPTURE
LeviticdTlshus2:y30lu s hall keep my commandment s

1 JohAN®Rw 3by this we may be sure that we Kkt
THOUGHTS TO PONDER

Traveling is educational in itself. Eac
etiquette which often set visitors apar
very subtle differences (perhaps becaus
some parts of the country, it 1 s accept
pl aces such a practice would be consi de
ture shock for those raised with good n
taught to eat with one hand, switching

but in most European countries, such pr
because there, both hands are used. Whe
it any different in the Kingdom of God?
written and established by God. We 1I|ive
accordingly. Feel out of place in Godoés
at your spiritual manners (the way we k
how will we ever be prepared for the AF
Speci al Day ?! (rls)

PRAYER

Thank you for giving me your book of sp
it makes for good | iving. Because you |
Because you |l ove others in the same way

Special Day! Amen.



DAILY DEVOTIONS
Friday, September 9, 2011
WATCHWORD FOR THE WEEK
| sai akhA4Br8i sed reed he wil/l not break, an
SCRIPTURE

EcclesiaNoean&:B8Bas power over the wind to r
of deat h.

Revel at —®Bh eks4ed3 are the dead who from now

THOUGHTS TO PONDER

Each time | have glimpsed the ugly face of
It was a day for regrets for things | shoul
ries of stories and adventures, of hopes ai
it is a sad day when someonkButwe fovetdiose.
Adie in the Lord,o it is a happy day. |t i:
by Christ. It is a day of dancing for joy |
al | bodily aches, pai ns, and ill nesses. | t
guilt theydve (and wedve) all owedOt Hampgl!l Vv ¢
Day.. when there wild|l be noomty-alemdle Liihfap Da
ness we feel now for our | oss doesnét |just
in our lives for a ti me. But thanks be to ¢
who have fAdied in the Lord. o (1l s)

PRAYER

Wi pe away the tears of all who mourn the | ¢
them hope of your promi ses. Use me to supp
my face and your touch in my hands. Thank

Amen .



DAILY DEVOTIONS
Saturday, September 10, 2011
WATCHWORD FOR THE WEEK

| sai abkhAd4BrB8i sed reed he wil/|l not br eak, an
SCRIPTURE

Job 3B3-LGd»KW is greater than any mortal. Wh
“He wi I | answer none of my words”?

Matt hew|5:s4sed are those who mour n, for t he

THOUGHTS TO PONDER

Il was angry with God when we | ost our baby
God!) Fortunately my anger didndét | ast | on
|l i ke the Psal mi st or Job, both of whom cou
everything we knew how to do, and | earned
but it was not to be. When | got the anger
derstood how futile it is to try to punch
mendous comfort of Godés grace. God was no
waited while | |l et off steam, |ike the Fat
the comfort of His | ove. It came to me as
greater than my own. Together we mourned o
whose tears (we were convinced) were mingl
tears brought more healing and more assur a
ward to embracing the c¢child already in God

your anger with God over your | oss, whateyv
so that you too may experience the comfort

PRAYER

Many times | can only shout, why, O God,
can’t understand why something has happene
|l i stening and calm my troubled heart and t



DAILY DEVOTIONS
Sunday, September 11, 2011
WATCHWORD FOR THE WEEK

Matthew(2)4e:s4u0s said:) “Trwuly |1 tell you, ju
who are members of my family, you did it tc¢
SCRIPTURE

Deuter oreKmyow/ :therefore that the Lord your
tains covenant | oyalty with those who | ove
erations.

Acts—Fo039the promise is for you, for your |
one whom the Lord our God calls to him.
THOUGHTS TO PONDER

About an hour from where we | ived in Nebr as:s

containing the-hfiosstsoirli cr eanmmaiimmasl sofk iprleed by t

the sky from an enormous volcano two states:s
what really surprised me was that it happert
sidewal k | eadindg itne,t lséhoawvri ma adboaitt iame8 i nc
human history, with the distance (about t wc
ti me between the volcano and human history.
ferred to as a Ayomd (Hebrew) or poorly tre
day! We could get hung up on how | ong t hose
point is that-hGowlewvwears nmahneyr emitlhleinon years ag
er! We are the temporary partevoefn tahse Heeq uhaatsi

faithful dloli me.tMapugh continue to be amaze

PRAYER

O God, you are the Al pha and Omega; you ar e
You are my Creator and Redeemer; you were t
t here as | breathe my | ast and | know t hat

name. Amen .



DAILY DEVOTIONS
Monday, September 12, 2011
WATCHWORD FOR THE WEEK

Matt hew(24e:s4u0s said:) “Truly | tell you, ju
who are members of my family, you did it t
SCRIPTURE

| sai ah—F303: 22he Lord is our judge, the Lord
save us.

Luke 9:J20us asked his disciples,) “But who
“The Messiah of God."”

THOUGHTS TO PONDER

My hobby is herbs. Several years ago | att
of touring the gardens and getting to know
versation with Richard Foster. I had read

the author of the book. I't i s quite common
me mber who wrote the book. At one point we
tioned a quote from the book | had read. H
AYou did?! o | asked, in disbelief. AWhat w
| ooked shocked, because he chuckl ed and ma
him never getting any credit. | chuckled t
day. A |l ot of people can quote scripture,

and main Character of the Book we quote. W

Friend and your Savior? God prefers that w
mi ndl essly quoting Him. May we get to know

come a natur al part of our everyday | angua
PRAYER

|l " m sure its not a chuckle that comes from
use them to “hit someone over the head?”, (0]

peopl e. Let me quote you so that others mi



DAILY DEVOTIONS
Tuesday, September 13, 2011
WATCHWORD FOR THE WEEK

Matthew(2)4e:s4u0s said:) “Trwuly | tell you, ju
who are members of my family, you did it t
SCRIPTURE

Psal m—L8ba@w down toward your holy temple a
steadfast | ove and your faithfulness; for

rything.

MatthewABd1l80 not bring us to the time of

THOUGHTS TO PONDER

I received an article called AMean Parents
mean her parents were, making her and her

preventing them from getting into trouble

I had fimean parentso al so. I't was only vyea
have happened had my parents | et me run wi
thing instead of taking responsibility for
television instead of practicing the piano
tions asking for protection from the evil

the Lord to make my heart His temple. They
mation to commit my I|ife to Christ and inv
Woul d that every child had fimean parents?®o

of thanks for Amean parentso? Why not drop
the faith our fAmean parentsodo worked so har

PRAYER
The |ittle child in me resents being told
gracious Father. However, I know t hat vyou

wi || |l ook after the best i nterest of their



DAILY DEVOTIONS
Wednesday, September 14, 2011
WATCHWORD FOR THE WEEK

Matt hew(2)4e:sd4u0s said:) “Truly | tell you, | L
who are members of my family, you did it t
SCRIPTURE

Genesis118a¥Y® chosen hi m, t hat he may <char
him to keep the way of the Lord by doing r
about for Abraham what he has promised him

Gal ati amAsnd3:iZ9 you belong to Christ, then vy
cording to the promi se.

THOUGHTS TO PONDER

| servedwiodne ac hsutracthe commi ttee in the early
was offered to committee members for speci
youth ministry. The promise was that we wo
sent what we had | earned to others. | jump
The two of us were flown to training in a
soon discovermat adhawaanyalidre@amf or t he ride,
party. Staying up al/l night to play cards
his pattern. Needless to say, our fAteamo n
in Godds team. He has chosen you. You may
You doubt me? The fact that you are readin
God wanted you on His team. Now, what are
selves into keeping the way of the Lord so
PRAYER

Il know that you did not choose me to be on
sen me because you know the gifts that you
Wake me up and set me in the right directd.i
Amen.



DAILY DEVOTIONS

Thursday, September 15, 2011

WATCHWORD FOR THE WEEK

Matthew(2)4e:s4u0s said:) “Trwuly | tell you, ju
who are members of my family, you did i t
SCRIPTURE

Deuteronoemmynd*x2xd2a he Lord will wvindicate hi
ants.

2 CorinthFansobGr2d8ake he made him to be si
mi ght become the righteousness of God.
THOUGHTS TO PONDER

I love the water and | enjoy swimming. Thel
One is getting into the water. The water u:
agoni zing seconds it takes to be fully mm
getting out once I 6m in. Once | d&m in the wi
worl d again, where the air temperature remi
experienced that first hand. needed to gc¢
bapti sm. I could have done it in a comfort
the kids.) Imagine how Jesus felt, |l eaving
Apool 06 to teach us and |l ead us. I magine t he
ture struggled with fAgetting outr edafi ntgldioan fo|
God agai n! And to think, He did that for u:
PRAYER

Dear Jesus, it’'s difficult to imagine why
icy cold waters of this I|life. Every time |
l et it be a reminder of my baptism where |



DAILY DEVOTIONS
Friday, September 16, 2011
WATCHWORD FOR THE WEEK

Matthew(24e:s4u0s said:) “Trwuly | tell you, ju
who are members of my family, you did it t

SCRIPTURE

Genesi-sAfltberl t hese things the word of the L
afraid, Abram, | am your shield; your rewa

Phil i pp+Daonsnodt: 6worry about anything, but in
with thanksgiving |l et your requests be mad

THOUGHTS TO PONDER

In the middle of the night | was -yaewaark eonl edd
worry and concern must have been evident a
for me, Daddy?0 Another time | was tired f
|l ead, a funeral, a wedding, a nursing home
for. In addition | hadndét spent a single e
shared devotions, and | shared my anxietie
asked, AHave you prayed about it?06 Of cour
right?! |1t was8 Icioknemeorncei aolf ntohnoesnet sV. @©~Why i s
and stress on ourselves when the One who h
ability to handle them is just a prayer aw
Godés part instead of trusting God to take
Where is your stress | evel todayroHawer ypu:
anything, but in everything, by prayer and
made knowh! It ®) God.

PRAYER

|l nstead of hitting my head when | am
you, great Father, I should be dropp
and neglect to take everything to th
Thank you for being there. Amen.



DAILY DEVOTIONS
Saturday, September 17, 2011
WATCHWORD FOR THE WEEK

Matthew(24e:s4u0s said:) “Trwuly |1 tell you, ju
who are members of my family, you did it t¢
SCRIPTURE

2 Samuetl f1 51 2f56i nd favor in the eyes of the
both it and the place where it stays.

Act s 29i:rMmdAe he woul d not be persuaded, we r
wi || be done."”

THOUGHTS TO PONDER

I was not a math genius I did OK, but quif
or |l eave off one little number here or thei
way, but not in math. In a college algebra
confident | had the correct answer, only t
whi ch, in turn made al |l the other parts wr
a part of the equation which makes all of
should APray as if it all depended on God
that most of us are good at the | ast part.
about talking to God about a situation unt.
no better reason for taking these few minut
of the equation of each facet of daily |if
the problems and concerns of daily |ife th;
PRAYER

First things first, dear God. First | need
upon me. Wi th you, nothing is impossible.

<

Knowing that everything depends on you al/l ¢



DAILY DEVOTIONS
Sunday, September 18, 2011

WATCHWORD FOR THE WEEK

Psal m4B0l3e:s2s the Lord, O my soul, and do not for
SCRIPTURE

Psal m—Bb2:Rs good to give thanks to the Lord, to
Your steadfast | ove in the morning, and Your f a
Acts 2Hb&@bt midnight Paul and Silas were prayin
were | istening to them. Suddenly there was an e
were shaken; and i mmediately al/l the doors were
THOUGHTS TO PONDER

I dondt know if other people remember Ol ga Beck
al so one of my earliest Sunday School teacher s.
was a bad day. She could always find something
ugly cl oud. She was what many people referred t
mor had it she was once engaged, but was preven
either. She cared for her aging father, a cant a
while singing Silent Night in German as we sang
I never once heard her compl ain. I did hear her
happy. Her pattern of praise seems to have foll
from her 1ife. The Psal mist could praise God fo
ping and being thrown into a dungeon, Paul and
counts | wonder if there is something wrong wit
I myself praise God? When things go from bad to
for the next few days. May we too wild/ di scover
people. (1l s)

PRAYER

lsn’t it “funny” that when there seems to be bl
feeling sorry for myself to praising you and al
for your grace and for those examples of joy an



DAILY DEVOTIONS
Monday, September 19, 2011
WATCHWORD FOR THE WEEK
Psal m-4B03:s2s the Lord, O my soul, and do no
SCRIPTURE

Psal m-5&Dlo: Inlot cast me away from your presen
me .

Ro mans—I8f: 1tlhe Spirit of him who raised Jesu

Christ from the dead wil/ give |ife to youl
you.

THOUGHTS TO PONDER

He was only two, not yet ready for the parH
ti me pl a&b ogod fApreeiknvestigating new things h
As |l ong as he could catch a glimpse of Mom

worl d belonged to him, and he was fearl ess.
odd old toys the host had Ahiddend for him

caught his attention. Minutes passed and h¢
Monster had come to |ife and started eati n¢
the crowd, screaming, fAMom! Dad! 0 at the t
he stop his shouts. fiDonb6t ever | eave me a{
ar ms. Are we any different, we who are all
and run around scared to death, thinking ¢t
been busy and di-sessacafedl iwli ¢ has hwe bluawe. Tt
al | along, waiting to hear wus calll. May we
not do it before we forget? (11 s)

PRAYER

Like a child who wanders off and | oses siggl
Father. It is good to know that you never |

May | feel your presence this day in everyt



DAILY DEVOTIONS
Tuesday, September 20, 2011
WATCHWORD FOR THE WEEK

Psal m-4B03:s2s the Lord, O my soul, and do no
SCRIPTURE

Exodusl 329i:® days you shall |l abor and do all
bath to the Lord your God; you shall not d

Mar k 2 T”2hfe sabbath was made for humanki nd,
THOUGHTS TO PONDER

grew up on a f ar m-uwh e rdeo smaen wAccrt kuead | fyr, o m hsal
ows had to be milked on a painfully regul:
omfortable beds at 4 AM, |l ong before the :
hat at 4 PM, when we got home from school |,
t was what we did. There was no reason to
hat kind of schedule when | grew up. |t i:
red that many times | send out devotions
erent , i snodt it? Probably not. Wh a't becoi
ule is the necessity for taking a daily naj
need to rest in the heavenly hopes that as
work as Creator, Redeemer , and Savinobtei g f
busy, al ways on he moveuasndi méewnwgr saddlalt h
Are you tired a weary? Maybe your body i
to tell you sin the Beginning! May a tru:
in the Lord. (]I

w o o —

PRAYER

| can’t understand why, at ti mes, my body
cover that it might be because | have not 1
do. Thank you for that time of rest as | s
name. Amen.



DAILY DEVOTIONS
Wednesday, September 21, 2011
WATCHWORD FOR THE WEEK

Psal m-4B03:s2s the Lord, O my soul, and do no
SCRIPTURE
Psalm 2Rn22be midst of the congregation | v

Romans—M&y 5t he God of steadfastness and enc
with one another in accordance with Chri st

THOUGHTS TO PONDER

At church camp the counselors -bpd. c@impec amtg
wer e pl acleidke nsigtaumeet i ons which forced them

even cooperate in order to compete. For i n:
hoola hoop at their feet. A box of tennis I
could only take one ball to their hoop at
They were permitted to steal from other hoc
get to play it yourself. It took several f
by accident, that the solution could only I
racing back to their own hoop, the teams m
it any wonder that in the Bible there is nc
community was involved in the worship and j
apart from the congregation was totally for
it is foreign to the New Testament. Cut off

thing is true in the ‘s\Weéraneatthe obmondini afy, Ch
me mb er sPaoufl idieRd m.r eld2 : 5; 1 Car .Ho6nv 5vel 12 :cloh;n
your spiritual body arecypyounecMaey we mhhkheée ti

dwells in us will truly be whole and healt!
PRAYER
Millions of people worship you all over the

nity with them. Thank you for my church hor
that | wil/l be connected as your body. May



DAILY DEVOTIONS
Thursday, September 22, 2011
WATCHWORD FOR THE WEEK
Psal m-4B03:s2s the Lord, O my soul, and do no
SCRIPTURE

Dani el—Re 2r2zeaveal s deep and hidden things.

John —ANol8&ne has ever seen God. It is God t
heart, who has made him known.

THOUGHTS TO PONDER

As kids we | oved surprises and mysteries. [
mas tree, or so | thought. We had a parlor
ed room we didnét go into during the cold c
I knew that Christmas would be pretty spar s
weat her was so bad that the road to the hi
mas Eve service So, after supper things se
sparkle to their eyes. After clearing the t
We all shouted AYes! d Then she opened the i
decorated tree with all the trimmings, |igl
even remember what gifts we received that Yy
surprises for us too, things that are real/l
Things that wild/l make our eyes pop and our
wai t . |l 6ve been watching for hints and cl ue
the assurance of Goddés promises keep us exc
PRAYER

Your secrets are good secrets, gracious anc
Christmas, may | wait in wonderf ul anticipe
Because you |l ove us so0 much, [ know t hat tt

Amen.



DAILY DEVOTIONS
Friday, September 23, 2011
WATCHWORD FOR THE WEEK

Psal m-4B03:s2s the Lord, O my soul, and do no
SCRIPTURE

Hosea—L4w#l | heal their disloyalty; I owi ||
Ephesi-&8ABu®2: @od, who is rich in mercy, out

even when we were dead through our-btyr egsrpaacses
you have been saved.

THOUGHTS TO PONDER

We had crawled 100 miles through a mine fi ¢
aldut enemy offensive, while attempting to
t wo hour s, and we were covered from head t ¢
my sister, my brothers and the neighbor ki
we missed a mud hole anywhere in the worl d.
hind the chicken coop was |l ittered with t he

another dozen eggs or mowue@. oberwas osndaclmti
have to wait,-upl bpeughi bhefoleanr bodies hea

could begin. Mom shook her head and handed
hose. The cl othes basket by the back door
newal . When we finally sat -Aitdd.,heMdmidd es mii lt

-she was happy to have her soldiers back sa
|l i ke a happy mot her sharing the sacrament

May we remember our baptism daily, all owi ng
(11 s)
PRAYER
My dear God, you make me feel wel comed and
from our sins, invite us to come and recei\
py to be with me. May | express that happir

Amen .



DAILY DEVOTIONS
Saturday, September 24, 2011
WATCHWORD FOR THE WEEK

Psal m-—-dB03:s2s t he Lord, O my soul, and do no
SCRIPTURE

Psalm +019tdéasure your word in my heart, sc
2 Ti motlhA+rAIBlL 1$6cri pture is inspired by God a
correction, and for training in righteousne
cient, equipped for every good wor k.
THOUGHTS TO PONDER

The thunder rumbled outside from an appr oac
was particularly worried or concerned about

ing up on Grandmadés | ap and snuggling into
Bi bl e. I asked her to read it to me. She tr
but she soon gave up and |l et the words f 1l o\
even as | write these words, at the | ump |
was and how precious | felt in Grandmads ar
guage. I't is inspired byr &nsdsl atednshatked Wi
out in daily |ife. |l canét tell you what t}
tell you exactly what the YWour darwa sl owheidc hwi It
ing IMawelwe treasure that Word, that precio
work; and may we be among those who help ot
Godods Word. (11 s)

PRAYER

I too hear the words “You are | oved with ar
held in your |l oving embrace reading a (the)
see your grace and |l ove as | read in that |

birth. Amen.



DAILY DEVOTIONS
Sunday, September 25, 2011
WATCHWORD FOR THE WEEK

1 Pete€asdt 7all your anxiety on him, becaus:
SCRIPTURE

| sai ah—S40e:, 10t he Lord God comes with might,
Luke 2Thed they will see the Son of Man co
THOUGHTS TO PONDER

|l was cultivating corn in the one and only
ed by hills on two sides and trees on -the
the humiditywwad ho thbei®&@e@able breeze. The
fumes of the tractor seemed to engul f me,
out , bind weed clogged sever al shovel s, an
to clear the shovels, my | eg caught the sh
cut . Dri pping with sweat and covered with
from what | believed would surely turn out
Then | saw her, this angel of mercy, glidi
Mom (Dr. Mom?) brought me fresh water, che
bl eed to death, and encouraged me to keep
when we will see God Himself coming with p
troubled worl d! May we | ook with our eyes
our rescue each day. (11 s)

PRAYER

Thank you, O God, for coming to be with wus
Holy Spirit to dwell within us after His a

your Spirit resides to be angels of mercy.
Jesus’ name. Amen.



DAILY DEVOTIONS
Monday, September 26, 2011
WATCHWORD FOR THE WEEK

1 Pete€Cas$t 7all your anxiety on him, becaus
SCRIPTURE
Psal m 4PIr7aiilse the Lord, all you nations! E

Matt hew 3280 19herefore and make disciples of
name of the Father and of the Son and of t

I have commanded you. And remember, I am w
THOUGHTS TO PONDER

A smal l group of band members was recruite
County fair. We were driven to many of the
and music on the main street and play a fe
t he det aiclosni mfgy tewenapand described some of
became evident that not everyone was payin
our enthusiasm had as much effect asevtahne a
gelists of the Stanton County fair. I n stu
was Godbébs intention for His chosen people
Commi ssi on. How well does the billboard of
the Way? Has anyone decided to come to the
about it this week. May we become | iving 0
multitudes of unbelievers who are hungry f
PRAYER

Bill board messages can turn people off, ex
di fference, dear Lord. I pray that | mi ght

ing in my actions. May others decide to co



DAILY DEVOTIONS
Tuesday, September 27, 2011
WATCHWORD FOR THE WEEK

1 Pete€Cast 7all your anxiety on hi m, because
SCRIPTURE
Psal m—Baté& your hands | commit my spirit; Yy

Acts—2ah323 Jesus God raised up, and of that

THOUGHTS TO PONDER

Il had a fantastic secretary in the chur
and creative. I n addition, and more i mp
going the extra mile to make sure that
needed to be for appointments. Il coul d
that she would handle whatever crises a
that had to be taken care of Ai mmedi at e
said, AYou go ahead, |l 611 take care of
prised to find everything put in order
could commit even his spirit to the cap
on the cross. I am thankful to God for

commit much of the work of the office.
whol ebdbdye mind oamHd ss didrdiinnt g hyamuds :hands
spirit,May Ltohradt. "Psal m prayer be one eact

(Happy Birthday, Mar garet! 1)

PRAYER

Gracious Lord, you have many people who mir
they do. It is good to be able to put a jot

dedication and | ove for you. May you and ot



DAILY DEVOTIONS
Wednesday, September 28, 2011

SCRIPTURE

| sai a-8—AI0l: 6peopl e are grass, their constanc
withers, the flower fades ...but the word
John —H:J24s us Christ said:) “Anyone who hear
has eternal I|ife, and does not come under
THOUGHTS TO PONDER

He was only two, and curious about everythi
with his |ittle fingers wrapped securely al
browns, reds and tinges of yellow. AWhy is
replied. AWhy?0 Al ways the questions, and |
scribe the theological significance of aut
physics of the aerodynamics of falling | ea"
I replied. fADoes that happen to people too
pl ai n, APeople dondét grow on trees God |
think of something more profound?! Being pi
advantage of age and innocence! I was alre:
little | knew!) AW II it Ilive again??0 ANo
felt. Ao Why not?d6 It was a cool day |
as | was rescued from intellectual obliviol
fade.... 0 Where was | saiah when | needpd h
knowl edge and growing faith, that even tho
the way of grass and flowers, that the wor
Drink in every | ast drop of the Words of t|
we have to do between now and the time tha
PRAYER

Our time on this earth is relatively short
you have a task for us to do; to work in y
the theological answer s, but [ do know t ha:

home. Amen.



DAILY DEVOTIONS
Thursday, September 29, 2011
SCRIPTURE

Jeremi alh5—D8: 1 Ae mountain waters run dry, t
pl e have forgotten me.

Revel abi~¥opu2hd4ve abandoned the | ove you ha
you have fallen; repent, and do the worKks

THOUGHTS TO PONDER

They wanted a dog i n ntote Wwavetawdygg Bndt he
cute little puppy my secretary c¢cl ai med was
down my wall of resistance. My wife, Sue,
mel ting rigid structures, and even she r1el
In their defense | wildl admit they did a p
moved to a house where Lady had to stay fe
Peanuts comic s
and only pat hi

d too ofte S
new or wh
whol e 1
't is so
e habit of
obl em! 0 we
e
e

trip, in which Snoopy sits
m on the head, comes to min
he was forgotten. What is s
we need something from God,
s to living out that new f ai
asy to fall away from tot al
aily Bible study, or dmaNdy m
ay. But it doesnodot take | ong
days. I't may happen very slo
ade i f we donét do s owietthhd ng
frioamte you dPo Maty wreealledi cat e
O recommitting ourselves to

d® S

_‘
<

~ 0O ™S W o ® d® S

or two Su
Lord can
rd | ately s
me to ti me

PRAYER

O Lord, you are the |l ove of my | ife, but |
for granted. I al ways know you’'re there an
putting you in the back of my mind rather



DAILY DEVOTIONS
Friday, September 30, 2011
WATCHWORD FOR THE WEEK

1 Pete€Casdt 7all your anxi ety on him, bec
SCRIPTURE

Exodus 33: I13ahave found favor in your si
know you and find favor in your sight.
Luke AGu7i9de our feet into the way of pec¢
THOUGHTS TO PONDER

Grandma Sydow died when | was 7. My mem
cence of youth, but she is, and al ways
flesh my mind can conceive. | | oved to
was doing. I have no negative memories
never nasty. | remember the Acoffee par
with cream and a generous helping of su
coffee in our milk with a teaspoon or t
her when feeling afraid or sad, gather.i
ber once seeing her c¢cry because she | ov
cried. She was the one person in the wh
el se. Grandma S was a good model of the
on. His | ove and approval are really al
who your model of a |l oving God might be
PRAYER

It is good to be reminded that you are
showered me with blessings and remain w
that you cry when | cry and hold me tig
footsteps of others who have shown me t






